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Live the
wild life

‘The once roaring nightlife activity
that took place in a row of
shophouses in Syed Alwi Road has
beeh replaced with a different kind
of wild inside the 19505 Art Deco
buildingat No.39.

Hotel Vagabond isfilled with wild
animal sculptures, provocative art
and dark, sultry interiors - and that
isjustinthe hotel’s lobby.

Mr Satinder Garcha, founder of
Garcha Hotels which the 42-room
Hotel Vagabond is a part of, says: “It
was everything but a hotel when I
bought it three years ago. It had
been an illegal workers' dormitory,
abrotheland a bicycle shop. To put
a luxury hotel in a building that
wasn't built for it was a challenge.”

Step intp the four-storey hotel
and you will come face to face with
two life-size, gold-painted ele-
‘phants strapped on either side of
theliftbox. *

Guests walk up to the solid brass

inoceros desk to get their keys,

ile a golden baboon, shaded

rtially by  brass banyan tree - a
clever design feature to hide the
columns in the lobby - watches
overthoseat the bar.

The backdrop to these animal
fixturesisa sexy interior, filled with

d chairs and velvety curtains,
which are used to close off certain
areaswhen needed.

Named The Vagabond Salon, it is
reminiscent of old Parisian salons, Gareia was also “cool” abeat
where the French would gather to  letting theowner put his own totich
share ideas and talk about art and  to the hotel's designs.

‘music overfood and drinks In the cosy rooms and sui

Aptly, the walls of The Vagabond
‘Salon are covered in myriad framed hangabave the beds, blerid
artwork and photographs including  with the handpainted serecns
works by Israsli-born photographer  hide the bathrooms. The picta
Tal Shpantzer and Berlin-based include pictures he took onhi
painter Michel Platnic. There are travels and some of his ol
also reproduction works of French  children.
artist Henri Matissc and Brooklyn-  The Singapore permancn
bornJean-Michel Basquiat.

The collection of artworks is an
installation by South London artist
Peter Millard.

Food comes from the 5th someare abstract while others
Quarter, a 70-seat contemporary of people I've interacted with gl
grill restaurant focusing on  travelled.”
smoked, cured and pickled meats
fromits in-housecharcuterie.

Room rates at the two-monh-
old hotel start at $300 for a Clas

Toput the whole look of the hotel  ros expensi
r, Mr a 44-year-old d.*m# /hic]
developer and first-time .

starts: 3
elier, the expertise of  Aside from having guests appred
architect and interior ciatetheartonthe M Gaicha
designer Jacques Garcia. hopes to contribute tothe vibrant
| Thisis the first hotel in Asia for  arts scene here with the hotc's
h vhe ist-in-residen programie

, The

i‘@'m work on Hotel Costes in
aris. most recently,
'NoMad Hotelin New York.

The pictures gowith
thetheme of beinga |
vagabond. They're
veryrandomimages
fromall over the world
~some are abstract
while others are of
people I've interacted
withas| travelled.
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MRSATINDERGARCHA, owne of

The m hotel oft
who's who of the art world,
short-story writer 0. H
Mexican painter Frida Kahlo,
staying there. He says: "My cancept
5 to create an e here

the I$ scene.

hehadtaken for therooms

home and garden | !




